
Assembly for Advisers of Student Publications/Journalism Education Association (AASP/JEA) 
 
Journalism Education Association (http://www.jea.org/), the Assembly for Advisers of Student Publications, supports 
free and responsible scholastic journalism by providing resources and educational opportunities, by promoting 
professionalism, by encouraging and rewarding student excellence and teacher achievement, and by fostering an 
atmosphere that encompasses diversity yet builds unity. 
 
The Journalism Education Association has continued to develop and promote its curriculum initiative, with great 
feedback from members. A team of national leads and experts in curriculum headed up the efforts to establish 
curriculum and it is now active for current members. A second set of curriculum leaders was appointed to continue 
the work already started, and a professional advisory board has been established. The specific lesson plans and 
assessments are all Common Core and P21 aligned. The project truly underscores the value of scholastic journalism 
in the current state of education, as it hits on what both  educators and policy makers believe are vital aspects of 
the learning process: authentic audience, project-based learning, STEM communications, digital literacy, 
differentiation, media literacy/news and information literacy. 
 
The organization remains committed to fighting against the continual assault on student freedoms, which aligns with 
NCTE’s Right to Read and Right to Write programs, while also maintaining its position in aggressively promoting 
responsible student freedom of expression. 
 
JEA has selected “A Curious Mind" for its One Book program. Members are encouraged to read and discuss the book, 
including via a Twitter chat, and a podcast with Charles Fishman that lead up to this year’s fall national convention 
in Orlando, Florida where over 5,000 attendees are expected. orlando.journalismconvention.org 
 
JEADigitalMedia.org has expanded and grown to provide technology education support and resources to the ever 
growing field of digital journalism.  In four years of existence the website has produced more than 900 posts (roughly 
3 per week), 330,000 visits, and 600,000 page views. 
 
Jonathan Rogers, JEA Professional Outreach Chair 
  

http://www.jea.org/
http://orlando.journalismconvention.org/


Assembly on American Literature (AAL) 

 

The Assembly on American Literature (AAL) continues to provide an intellectual and pedagogical meeting ground for 

NCTE members who share a common interest in teaching, research, or scholarship on American authors’ works.  AAL 

seeks to serve the NCTE community by linking teachers with the rich resources of American Literature and offering 

new approaches to teaching that literature designed to meet the needs of today’s educators.  

 

In addition to holding an open business meeting at the NCTE 2014 Convention in Washington, D.C., AAL provided 

ways for educators to connect around the study and teaching of American Literature by sponsoring an two American 

Literature-focused sessions at the Convention and through continued publication of scholarly topical articles in our 

journal Notes on American Literature.  

 

During the Convention, AAL combined its annual business meeting with a substantive Special Interest Group session. 

At the meeting, the Chair reported on AAL’s activities The Editor of Notes on American Literature discussed 

developments in the journal and encouraged participants to consider submitting articles. Executive Committee 

members shared ideas for the Assembly with session participants and encouraged those interested in teaching 

American Literature to become members.  

 

Each of the AAL-sponsored sessions was well attended, and participants expressed a desire for more sessions in the 

future centered around American Literature. The first session, focused on using storytelling as a bridge between 

fictional and non-fictional texts. The AAL SIG roundtable session for 2014 grew out of interest expressed by attendees 

of the 2013 Convention in texts that challenge aspects of American culture. Two years ago AAL sponsored a session 

on American Rhetoric, and the roundtable texts for that session came from the non-fiction side of American Literature, 

speeches, memoirs, slave narratives, and letters.  The 2014 session was, in a sense, the flip side of that one – while we 

were still on the subject of American Rhetoric, in the spirit of this Convention’s theme of “Story as the Landscape of 

Knowing,” we looked at the rhetorical nature of imaginative texts that challenge accepted notions about race, gender, 

social class, sexuality, and ability. The Roundtable leaders of the SIG session included four first-time NCTE 

presenters. Roundtable leaders shared their personal experiences in teaching texts that “argue with America” and 

fostered lively discussion among the participants. The session was well attended. Closing remarks by Joe Milner 

brought together many of the insights gained during the session. Participants ended the session by proposing ideas for 

the 2015 Convention. 

 

During the winter and spring, AAL Officers drew on suggestions and ideas raised in the 2014 Convention to create a 

proposal for the Minneapolis Convention. Once again, AAL recruited a number of dynamic teachers new to NCTE 

who will be presenting for the first time. AAL was pleased to have a proposal accepted for the 2015 Convention and 

is excited to foster more dialogue about teaching American texts and to continue involving new teachers in NCTE and 

the affiliate.  

 

On the publication front, the editorial board of Notes on American Literature is currently engaged in the peer review 

process of articles to be included in this year's edition. All AAL members will receive a copy of the e-journal prior to 

the 2015 Convention. Print copies may be purchased by request, and a limited number will be available at the annual 

convention for contributors and interested members. 

 

Tracey Hughes, Chair 

 

 

  



Assembly on Computers in English 

 
The purposes of this assembly are to promote communication and cooperation among all individuals who have a 
special interest in computers and the English language arts; to present programs and special projects on this subject; 
to promote an increase in the number of articles and publications devoted to it; to encourage the responsible 
development of computer software in the language arts; and to integrate the efforts of those with an interest in this 
subject.  
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group since July 1, 2013? 
 
The NCTE Assembly for Computers in English (ACE) offered a workshop during the 2014 Annual Convention in 
Washington, DC. In line with the “Story as the landscape of knowing” theme of the conference, this one-day post-
conference technology workshop showed the participants how to connect millennium generations of students to 
the stories of the past and the stories of the future using technologies and applications that support creation and 
storytelling. Participants learned how to give students practice with story creation, collaboration, and new media 
narrative composition. Recommended resources that include tutorials and materials for supporting digital 
storytelling were shared with participants on the ACE Connected Community website. The workshop was a success.  
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
ACE members are planning the workshop for the 2015 Annual Conference. The assembly has established an online 
community with the current and future members. ACE has also attracted a group of consultants for this year’s 
workshop and the assembly will continue its efforts to increase ACE membership at large. 
 
Ewa McGrail, Chair 
Gail Desler, Treasurer 
 
  



Assembly on Literature for Adolescents (ALAN) 
 
The Assembly on Literature for Adolescents is an independent assembly of NCTE. Founded in November 1973, ALAN 
is comprised of educators, authors, librarians, publishers, teacher-educators and their students, and others interested 
in young adult literature. ALAN holds its annual meetings during the NCTE Annual Convention in November and also 
publishes three issues yearly of The ALAN Review. Almost from its inception, ALAN has given the ALAN Award to 
honor those who have made outstanding contributions to the field; recipients include publishers, authors, librarians, 
scholars, editors, and servants to the organization. The ALAN Foundation Grants, active since 1984, provide funding 
(up to $1,500) for research in young adult literature been. In 2000, ALAN created the Hipple Award in honor of 
longtime Executive Secretary Ted Hipple; recipients demonstrate dedicated service to the organization. Gallo Grants, 
established in 2003 by ALAN Award and Hipple Award recipient Don Gallo, selects two new teachers (in their first five 
years of teaching) to get involved with young adult literature by attending the ALAN workshop. The Nilsen-Donelson 
Award, to honor the best article in THE ALAN REVIEW, was initiated in 2011. This year marks the 40th birthday of 
ALAN. 
 
The Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of NCTE (2014-15) had a most productive year. As always, we work 
diligently and assiduously to produce and promote young adult literature across our NCTE affiliate groups, as well as 
in conjunction with outside and related professional organizations. And although our annual ALAN Breakfast and 
Workshop – held each year during and after the National Council Teachers of English Annual Convention – continues 
to be our main gathering point for both sharing and revisiting new and continuing programs of interest to our 
members, we still maintain an active presence throughout the year by meeting monthly through both electronic and 
face-to-face interactions. In addition, our presence on social media has expanded over the past several years. 
Through our Public Relations Committee, we currently send out electronic newsletters, post to Twitter and 
Facebook, and have a website that includes new electronic membership renewal. Our journal, The ALAN Review, is 
an incredible resource for researchers and practitioners, as well. 
 
From November, 2014 – present, we have been actively planning and promoting our annual ALAN Workshop 
(November, 2015).  We are announcing confirmed speakers each week to build momentum for the workshop and 
to (hopefully) increase registration. Additionally, we published: the peer-reviewed journal, The ALAN Review, three 
times (fall, winter, summer); the e-distributed monthly ALAN Newsletter; the on-line monthly young adult literature 
book review column, ALAN Picks; and the on-line review column, Under the Radar highlighting the publication of 
smaller presses. ALAN continued our commitment to combatting censorship of young adult literature through our 
Speak Loudly committee and accompanying website. We have also promoted our on-line ALAN Speakers Bureau, 
which offers both ALAN members and non-members a list of authors and adolescent literature experts who are 
available for school visits, library visits, workshops, conferences, etc. 
 
To maintain this productive schedule, the ALAN Executive Committee (President-Elect, President, and Past-
President) under the leadership of ALAN’s Executive Director, Teri Lesesne, meet monthly via Skype to conduct the 
business of the organization. At these monthly meetings, we review ALAN’s many programs – most notably the 
annual ALAN Workshop – and the ancillary concerns of this organization as they arise. Most notably, we continue to 
revise sections of the ALAN Policy and Procedure Handbook to accommodate adjustments required to meet the 
immediate and changing needs of the organization. Information for our ALAN online website and The ALAN Review 
journal were also discussed and the resultant suggestions for improvement for each were submitted for our elected 
ALAN Board members to review, approve and amend as required. 
 
This past year Daria Plumb was appointed to replace Pam Cole as incoming President of ALAN. Daria Plumb is now 
President of the organization and is planning the 2015 workshop with her consultants. She has also assigned 
committee work, and is working with an Ad Hoc Committee on two new grants for ALAN members: the 
Cart/Campbell Grant and the Smith/Carlsen grant. These grants will offer funding for librarians and graduate 
students, respectively, to attend their first ALAN workshop.  
 
This is Teri Lesesne’s final year as Executive Director under her current term. She has announced her decision to step 
down after the workshop, so the Executive Committee appointed a search committee, chaired by past Executive 
Secretary Gary Salvner, to search for her replacement. Next year ALAN will also be replacing its Treasurer, Marge 
Ford, who is retiring.   
 



The Nominations Committee has provided ALAN with a slate of candidates for the upcoming elections. Those 
elections will run over the summer. New officers will be inducted at the ALAN Breakfast. Currently, due to low voter 
turnout, the Executive Committee is considering alternatives to the current voting process.   
 
Daria Plumb, Chair 
  



Children’s Literature Assembly (CLA) 
 
This assembly provides a forum for interested people with all points of view and levels of experience in the field of 
children’s literature.  The Children’s Literature Assembly undertakes programs and projects of special concern to 
professionals interested in children’s literature. CLA promotes the field of children’s literature, disseminates 
scholarship, and advocates for children’s literature in the classroom. The assembly offers multiple sessions at the 
NCTE Annual Convention, including a children’s literature workshop, a breakfast featuring a children’s author or 
illustrator, a session introducing the results of a search for the year’s Notable Children’s Books in the Language Arts, 
and a Master Class focusing on the teaching of children’s literature. Published twice per year, The Journal of Children’s 
Literature is our refereed journal, presenting critical discussions of trends and issues in children’s books, reports and 
reviews of research, interviews with authors and illustrators, and practitioner pieces related to teaching with 
children’s books. The assembly’s website is http://www.childrensliteratureassembly.org.  
 
Actions or projects completed since July 1, 2014  
 

1. Selected and presented the Notable Children’s Books in the Language Arts booklist at the 2014 NCTE Annual 
Convention and 2015 International Literacy Association Annual Conference;  

2. Sponsored a half-day Saturday Workshop at the 2014 NCTE Annual Convention - “Connecting Science and 
Math Concepts with Children’s and Young Adult Literature in a CCSS World.”  Author/illustrator and industry 
speakers included: Jon Scieszka, Jennifer Brown, Leslie Bulion, Emily Jenkins, Jason Chin, Susan Stockdale, 
Kate Messner, and Melissa Stewart;    

3. Sponsored a breakfast at the 2014 NCTE Annual Convention featuring Jon Klassen;  
4. Sponsored a Master Class at the 2014 NCTE Annual Convention – “Reading Poetry Across the Curriculum.” 

Authors and industry speakers included: Janet Wong, Laura Purdie Salas, Heidi Mordhorst, Jacqueline Jules, 
Mary Lee Hahn, Paige Bentley-Flannery, Sylvia Vardell, and Tricia Stohr-Hunt;   

5. Conducted a very successful auction of illustrator-donated art and prints to fund an award for research in 
the field of children’s literature;  

6. Published two issues of The Journal of Children’s Literature;  
7. Continued partnership with ProQuest to help disseminate The Journal of Children’s Literature;  
8. Maintained a Facebook presence and expanded social media efforts;  
9. Continued the administration of the Bonnie Campbell Hill National Literacy Leader Award for its fourth year.  

Two awardees were named, each receiving $2500 plus $150 in professional books from Heinemann;  
10. Selected and awarded the 4th CLA Research Award;  
11. Continued efforts to build the CLA Endowment Fund;  
12. Continued sending a liaison to the Elementary Section Steering Committee and assisted with reviewing 

conference proposals;  
13. Held Executive Board meetings two times during the year (fall 2014 and summer 2015)  

   
Projects, initiatives, or studies “in progress” at this time 
  

1. Planning for six events at 2015 NCTE Annual Convention: a)a half-day workshop titled “Diversity in 
Children’s Literature: One Year Later”; b) a two-part Master Class titled “The Power of Transmedia: An 
Exploration into Literature PLUS”; c) a 40th Anniversary Reception; d) a breakfast featuring Kadir Nelson, 
and e) a session sharing the 2015 Notable Children’s Books in the Language Arts;  

2. Continuing to publish The Journal of Children’s Literature  
3. Awarding a research grant ($1,000) and two partial grants ($500) to scholars in the field of children’s 

literature;  
4. Selecting two recipients of the Bonnie Campbell Hill Literacy Leader Award;  
5. Planning a silent auction of original artwork and prints created by children’s book illustrators to benefit the 

CLA Endowment and research grant.  The art is currently featured on the CLA website.  The winners will be 
announced at the 2015 NCTE Annual Convention;  

6. Selling 40th Anniversary book bags featuring the CLA logo and art from Jon Klassen;  
7. Conducting recruitment of new members by increasing the visibility of CLA at the 2015 NCTE Annual 

Convention and various other means.  
 
Patricia Bandré, Chair 

http://www.childrensliteratureassembly.org/


Early Childhood Education Assembly (ECEA) 
 

The Early Childhood Education Assembly of NCTE works to support and integrate the efforts of NCTE constituents 
concerned with language and literacy issues in Early Childhood Education. Our hope is to: encourage field-based 
research and theorized practice in the teaching of Early Childhood Education across cultural and linguistic contexts; 
to work to enhance teaching and learning in Early Childhood Education within and across diverse communities; to 
sponsor professional development opportunities for those interested in language and literacies in Early Childhood 
Education; to provide opportunities for early childhood educators and researchers to learn from and support one 
another; to promote the articulation of thoughtful early childhood literacy practices; to promote collaboration; cross 
professional organizations that focus on the education of young children; to support new teachers in early childhood 
education; and encourage and sponsor the publication of articles, books, and reports focused on early childhood 
topics and issues. 
 
During the 2014-2015 Fiscal Year, we have accomplished the following addressing NCTE’s four current emphases. 
We have: 
 
1) Capacity Building for Literacy Learning 

 Elected a new board, assistant chair, and treasurer 

 Approved changes to our Constitution and By-laws that reinforce our commitment to fighting 
discrimination in our field and guarantee at least half the governing group are educators of color (see also 
#4) 

 Continued to implement the Professional Dyads and Culturally Relevant Teaching (PDCRT) Project with 
dyads creating a range of culturally relevant literacy practices in their early childhood classrooms  

 Published the next issue of Perspectives & Provocations, our online, peer reviewed journal and began 
producing the next issue 

 Supported PDCRT members submitting an NCTE proposal 

 Collaborated with the WLU to develop an EC strand at their Summer Institute and organized an EC keynote 

 Begun initiatives to expand ECEA membership 

 Submitted a proposal to the IES to expand the work of the PDCRT (not funded) 
 
2) Educator Leadership in School, District, and Institutional Decision Making 

 Completed work with the first cohort of our PDCRT project including organizing a day-long meeting at the 
conference, organizing a Virtual Institute, obtaining additional funding from NCTE to expand the 
participation of teachers and teacher educators of color, selecting a second cohort and adding 2 new dyads 
with teachers and teacher educators of color (see also #3 and #4) 

 Organized the program for the Day of Early Childhood at November’s Conference and arranged for Louise 
Derman Sparks, co-author of the Anti-Bias Curriculum, to be the Opening Keynote speaker 

 Hosted the Business Meeting and Get-Together at last year’s conference 

 Awarded Early Literacy Educator of the Year Award at the Business Meeting last year and initiated the 
process to select the 2015 award winner 

 Awarded 2 scholarships to teachers to participate in last year’s  conference and initiated the process to 
select the 2015 winners 

 Conducted 3 virtual meetings 

 Used the website and listserv to communicate with ECEA members 
 
3) Authentic Assessment 

 Continued to implement PDCRT Project with dyads creating a range of culturally relevant assessment 
practices in their early childhood classrooms  

 
4) Advocacy based on NCTE Goals and Knowledge at the Local, State, and Federal Levels 

 Developed and distributed widely a statement on the importance of EC teachers engaging with young 
children around issues of race and racism 

 Developed multiple, organized lists of resources for EC teachers and teacher educators for engaging with 
young children around issues of race and racism 



 Initiated a process of video-recording PDCRT dyads speaking about their anti-racist work (NCTE to conduct 
the recordings at the conference) 

 Developed a plan for a data base of speakers on anti-racist work 

 Initiated work on a PDCRT book (proposal to be submitted to NCTE) and an article for a special issue of Early 
Years, an international early childhood journal 

 Maintained and expanded the ECEA website 

 Published a biannual newsletter 

 Collaborated with the ESSC, WLU, and the Executive Committee choosing representative members for the 
Task Force on Equity  

 
Future Plans 
 
We will continue with the above initiatives, expanding the work of the PDCRT with the second cohort and exploring 
options for funding; developing ways to share practices and resources for anti-racist work; expanding the reach of 
Perspectives & Provocations; expanding the membership, particularly with educators of color; and finding new ways 
to collaborate with other NCTE entities 

 
Dinah Volk, Chair 
Erin Miller, Assistant Chair 
 
  



Emeritus Assembly (EA) 
 
The Emeritus Assembly of NCTE was established as a way for retired and soon-to-retire educators to stay connected 
to the profession in specific ways that can help ensure the health and future of the profession. According to the Article 
II of the Emeritus Assembly. The purpose of this assembly is to provide opportunity for its members to continue their 
activities and associations in the Council, provide information about council matters, and contribute to the 
furtherance of the Council’s welfare. 
 
The EA had been inactive for a few years and now is working on five avenues to revitalize this powerful resource – 
an assembly of veteran educators. The first is the Emeritus and Emerging Educators Mentor Program; the second is 
offering a session for the NCTE Annual Convention; the third is updating our constitution and preparing a slate to 
elect officers to help guide this renewed Assembly; the fourth is a website to share ideas important to retired, but 
active educators, including a place to post links to members’ publications; and the fifth is an email campaign inviting 
current emeritus level members of NCTE to join the Emeritus Assembly of NCTE. 
 

 We know that success during the first three years is critical to retaining new teachers and that EA of NCTE 
has just what is needed – years of experience.  Therefore, last year we began developing  a cohort of retired 
computer savvy educators and connecting them with early career teachers who may not have nearby or 
trusted mentors with the time, experience, and objectivity to "talk" them through their first two or three 
years of full-time classroom employment.  The EA of NCTE is ready to help connect members with novice 
educators; the conversations then continue online in the format decided by the pair.  

  “What’s Makes for Healthy Teachers” is the session for the NCTE 2015 Annual Convention in Minneapolis. 
It invites participants to join the conversations in a panel/round-table session scheduled for Saturday 11/21 
2:45 PM - 4:00 PM to talk about ways ELA educators can support one another and remain healthy mentally, 
physically, socially, professionally, and even spiritually.  . 

 EA of NCTE has scheduled a business meeting for Saturday, November 21, from 5:45-7:00 PM to meet and 
greet, to review the updated constitution and to solicit names for an election of officers.  

 Our team has set up an Emeritus Assembly website where viewers can find information about this NCTE 
Assembly designed for retired and soon-to-retire English Language Arts educators.  

 
Anna J. Small Roseboro, Acting Chair 
Robin B. Luby, Treasurer 
 
 
  



English as a Second Language Assembly (ESLA) 
 
The purposes of this assembly to promote interchange among teachers of English at all levels on issues in bilingual 
education and English as a second language; to encourage scholarly collaborations among higher education faculty 
and classroom teachers to bridge theory and practice; to disseminate scholarly findings and best practices for 
teaching English Language Learners in language arts and English classrooms; and to advocate English Language 
Learners’ equal-opportunities- to-learn to develop academic language in literacy.  
  
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 

 Yearly newsletter posted online.  

 Held Executive Board Meeting on November 22, 2014.  

 Changed the bylaw to hold Executive Board Meeting on the same day with the Assembly-sponsored session. 

 Held Assembly for ESL sponsored panel at the annual convention (Nov. 22, 2014). Speaker was Beth 
Samulelson.  

  
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time?  
 

 We do not have any projects, initiatives, or studies that are “in progress” at this moment. 
  
Clara Lee Brown, Chair 
 
  



Gay Straight Educators' Alliance (GSEA) 
 
The purpose of this Assembly is to provide a forum for ongoing and sustained discussion among all individuals who 
share a professional commitment to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans (LGBT) students, teachers, issues, and academic 
materials as they pertain to the teaching of English at all levels of instruction. The Assembly is committed to the 
inclusion of LGBT issues and texts in English studies and English language arts classrooms, fostering research and 
scholarship, addressing heterosexism and homophobia in academic and school settings, supporting lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and trans students and teachers, and broadening cultural diversity through more inclusive understandings 
of difference. The Assembly disseminates information to its members and sponsors sessions at the NCTE Annual 
Convention each year. An email list-serve facilitates communication between conventions. A Facebook group has also 
been started for additional communication and resource sharing [see below for more information].  
 

Projects Completed 
 
GSEA Exhibition Hall Table and Author Signing: The GSEA table at the 2014 annual convention’s exhibition hall 
served as a space for the GSEA to do more programming, member recruitment, and membership incentivizing than 
ever before. Our main event was hosting LGBT-inclusive YA-literature authors Bill Konigsberg and Julia Watts at our 
table to sign books. Books were free to those joining the GSEA as a new member and discounted for members. The 
event was a great success and not only connected new members with the GSEA but also put LGBT-inclusive literature 
in the hands of parents and teachers who were looking to share it with youth they know. This event was in addition 
to our regular steady stream of visitors who stop by to see our updated annotated bibliography of LGBT-themed 
adolescent literature (https://www.dropbox.com/s/g51lbwh4w1rz8ei/Children%27s_LGBTQ_books.docx?dl=0), 
handouts on LGBT-themed books for K-8 classrooms 
 (https://www.dropbox.com/s/r3btyo7brr00g4h/HandoutForTable-
AddressingLGBTTopicsinYour%20ElementaryClassroom-2014-NoBusinessMeeting.docx?dl=0), and displays of 
LGBTQ-inclusive texts. 
 
Increased Social Media Presence: The GSEA used the Facebook Group (GSEA: NCTE’s Gay/Straight Educators’ 
Alliance) established last year to increase awareness around our issues of focus and to more actively engage its 
members.  The group currently has 62 members and continues to grow. The group has already proven to be quite 
active with the sharing of NCTE’s Intellectual Freedom Center resources, suggested reading lists of LGBTQ-inclusive 
texts, numerous articles and memes related to gender and sexuality in literature and education, and photos from 
previous LGBT strand sessions. Members have been encouraged to post questions, concerns, books, resources, 
research, or news items relating to making classrooms (specifically ELA classrooms) inclusive of all students, faculty, 
and staff, including those who are LGBTQ and/or who come from LGBTQ families. This year we also used QR codes 
to direct visitors directly to our Facebook page (https://www.dropbox.com/s/uqt2io8emqsdaol/TableSign-
Welcome%20to%20the%20GSEA.docx?dl=0) while other fliers, emails, and FB posts shared our Twitter hashtag 
(#NCTEGSEA). #NCTEGSEA was a new opportunity for members to share information and highlight GSEA conference 
activities.  We will promote the use of the hashtag again at the 2015 conference. 
 
2014 Sessions: The GSEA supported the submission of a wide range of LGBT strand sessions for the 2014 convention. 
Nearly 20 LGBT-inclusive or LGBT-related sessions were on the conference schedule. Many received significant 
positive feedback. Our A.17 Session "LGBTQ Stories in Education: Building Hopefulness, Helpfulness, and Happiness" 
was particularly popular. It featured a keynote by award-winning author, Bill Konigsberg; roundtable presentations 
by Donald McCarthy, Nicole Sieben, Laraine Wallowitz, sj Miller, Paula Daniels Taylor Greathouse, Kim Slusser, 
Megan Kennedy, Roxanne Henkin, Rick Joseph, Michelle Falter, Scott Ritchie, and Tiffany Rehbein; and respondent 
remarks by Stephanie Anne Shelton. In addition, all LGBT-related sessions were compiled and advertised by the GSEA 
(see: https://www.dropbox.com/s/68bj35flxs8qv7v/GSEA-2014-LGBTQ-RelatedSessionsScheduleFinal.docx?dl=0). 
In spite of scheduling issues related to our annual business meeting, people still attended, including several first-
time attendees and new members. 
 
Ongoing Projects 
The GSEA continues to work with the LGBT Issues in Academic Studies Advisory Committee to attract a significant 
number of submissions for LGBT strand sessions.  The GSEA again had on-site representation during session 
evaluations and selections. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/g51lbwh4w1rz8ei/Children%27s_LGBTQ_books.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/r3btyo7brr00g4h/HandoutForTable-AddressingLGBTTopicsinYour%20ElementaryClassroom-2014-NoBusinessMeeting.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/r3btyo7brr00g4h/HandoutForTable-AddressingLGBTTopicsinYour%20ElementaryClassroom-2014-NoBusinessMeeting.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uqt2io8emqsdaol/TableSign-Welcome%20to%20the%20GSEA.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uqt2io8emqsdaol/TableSign-Welcome%20to%20the%20GSEA.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/68bj35flxs8qv7v/GSEA-2014-LGBTQ-RelatedSessionsScheduleFinal.docx?dl=0


The GSEA continues to support NCTE conventions staff to provide gender-neutral restroom options for the annual 
conventions.  The GSEA officers appreciate NCTE staff’s openness to this request, their willingness to consult with 
the GSEA on questions of language and signage, and their ability to bring the plan to fruition and to incorporate it 
into their planning systems to ensure accommodations at future conventions.  Several GSEA members commented 
on how the presence of such facilities influenced their sense of safety, welcome, and inclusion in the convention.  
 
We are hopeful that seeking out partnerships with other Assemblies and Sections of NCTE will not only help us build 
relationships through which we might share what research and practice suggests in terms of increasing awareness 
about LGBT issues among classroom teachers among diverse groups (in keeping with NCTE’s 2007 resolution on that 
topic), but also that such connections will better allow our members to consider people’s multiple and overlapping, 
intersectional identities. At least one 2015 session will specifically address this topic. 
We continue to consider and discuss the following projects: 

a) Renaming the Assembly to be more inclusive of a wider range of identities (bisexual, transgender, queer, 
etc.) 

b) Streamlining and modernizing the membership registration process 
c) Finding ways to support teachers who want to share LGBTQ-inclusive books with their students but do not 

have access to those books (or to multiple copies / class sets).   

 We hope to begin a competitive mini-grant program as a way to both build GSEA 
membership/awareness and help teachers access inclusive texts.  Awardees could even present 
their experiences and their students’ responses at the subsequent GSEA business meeting.   

 Continued discussion about the possibilities for this program will occur at the 2015 convention. 

Caitlin L. Ryan, Chair 

 

 

  



International Writing Centers Association (IWCA) 
 
The International Writing Centers Association (http://writingcenters.org), an NCTE Assembly, was founded in 1983 
to foster communication among writing centers and to provide a forum for concerns. Comprising directors and staffs 
of writing centers at universities, two-year colleges, and secondary schools, the IWCA has over 1,000 members and 
is governed by an Executive Board that includes officers and representatives from fourteen affiliate associations and 
three publications, The Writing Center Journal, The Peer Review, and WLN. 
 
During the fiscal year, July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015, the International Writing Centers Association accomplished many 
goals. The IWCA approved by-laws that had been drafted during the previous year. In fall 2014, elections were held 
for seven at-large representatives and three constituency-based representatives. The following board members 
were elected: Julia Bleakney, Stanford University; Lauri Dietz, DePaul University; Andrew Jeter, The Idea Lab; Julie 
Platt, University of Arkansas at Monticello; Lindsay Sabatino, The University of North Carolina at Greensboro; Trixie 
Smith, Michigan State University; Patricia Stephens, Long Island University; Community College Representative: 
Megan Ward, Northwestern Michigan College; Graduate Student Representative: Rebecca Hallman, University of 
Houston; Secondary School Representative: Amber Jensen, Thomas Edison High School. 
 
The Board focused a great deal of attention on hosting its first annual conference, which was a shift from its former 
biennial model. The conference was scheduled for Pittsburgh in October 2015, and the board anticipated more than 
750 attendees. 
 
The IWCA also hosted its annual Collaborative event before CCCC (held in Tampa; over 100 participants) and its 13th 
annual Summer Institute (Michigan State; 35 participants). Travel grants were provided to participants at each event. 
The organization’s membership increased to over 1,000, as well. 
 
The IWCA also provided research grants to both professionals and graduate students; initiated a new peer tutor-
focused online journal; passed a new position statement on secondary school centers; introduced two new affiliate 
organizations (Canadian Writing Centers Association and the Latin American Writing Centers Association); and 
continued to support all of its now 14 affiliate organizations. 
 
Kevin Dvorak, President 
Shareen Grogan, Vice-President 
Kim Ballard, Treasurer 
Alanna Bitzel, Secretary 
Nathalie Singh-Corcoran, Past-President 
 
 
 


